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The University of Dayton News Release 
PARENTS CHOOSE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
FOR MORALITY AND VALUES 
Aug. 27, 1991 
Contact: Pam Huber 
DAYTON, Ohio -- Why do parents choose to pay tuition and 
send their children to Catholic schools? Because of the emphasis 
placed on teaching morality and values, according to surveys 
conducted in three states by the University of Dayton's 
educational services office. 
"A good public school can have teachers that care and a 
climate that encourages learning, but what it can't do is hammer 
home religious values by including them in all school 
experiences," said Don Frericks, director of UD's educational 
services office. "Religious values can be integrated throughout 
all activities in a private, church-related school." 
Discipline and a Christian atmosphere also ranked 1n the top 
three reasons for parents of elementary and high school children 
attending 134 Catholic schools in Ohio, California and Iowa. 
"Parents expect academic excellence, but that's also 
expected in a public school," said Frericks. "They look to 
Catholic schools to help form their child's character." 
-more-
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679 (513) 229-3241 FAX: (513) 229-3063 
Catholic schools: Page 2 
"Catholic schools provide a disciplined society where 
children choose to behave and respect each other's rights because 
that's what they are taught. Adherence to rules and regulations 
comes out of self-discipline," he said. 
A Christian atmosphere, or the freedom that Catholic schools 
have to provide a spiritual dimension in education, is also 
important to the 5,538 parents who were surveyed. "Children have 
intellectual, social, physical and emotional dimensions," said 
Frericks. "Catholic schools add the religious dimension, and 
that makes it easier to deal with the other ones." 
The studies also showed that teachers in Catholic schools 
have more on their minds than their salaries. According to more 
than 80 percent of the teachers surveyed, providing release time 
for workshops and tuition assistance for graduate work would 
encourage teachers to continue teaching in Catholic schools. 
"Money is not the primary motivator for teachers," said 
Frericks. "The studies show that Catholic school teachers, who 
are making considerably less money than public school teachers, 
are not all that concerned with more money. They are interested 
1n becoming more proficient, in becoming better educators." 
studies were conducted from 1989 to 1991 in Dayton and 
Toledo, Ohio; Berkeley, Sacramento, Fresno and Pasadena, Calif.; 
and Shelby County, Granville, Storm Lake and Des Moines, Iowa. 
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For media interviews, contact Don Frericks at (513) 229-3146. 
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